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CHAPTER 3

lic lands from the operation of all or some of the public land
laws and/or mineral laws. A BLM land classification ac-
complishes one of the following:

• Determines if BLM lands are suitable for certain types
of entry (disposal or lease) under the public land laws
(e.g., Desert Land Act entries)

• Determines if BLM lands are suitable for retention for
multiple use management

Historically, much of the planning area was under classifi-
cation for retention for multiple use pursuant to the Classi-
fication and Multiple Use (C & MU) Act of 1964. With the
passage of FLPMA in 1976 and its direction that BLM lands
generally be retained in public ownership, these C & MU
classifications within the planning area were deemed un-
necessary and were terminated. The one exception is a five-
acre C & MU classification that still remains for the reten-
tion of BLM lands encompassing a historical site known as
Road Agent’s Rock in Section 29, T7S, R11W, PMM. This
site remains segregated from all forms of appropriation un-
der the public land laws, including the mining laws but not
the mineral leasing laws.

Any new classification actions since the completion of the
MFP in 1979 have been associated with Recreation and
Public Purposes Act lease or sale actions.

UNAUTHORIZED USE
Trespass under the Lands and Realty program can be split
into three separate categories. These include:

• Unauthorized Use
• Unauthorized Occupancy, and
• Unauthorized Development

Unauthorized Use refers to activities that do not apprecia-
bly alter the physical character of the public land or vegeta-
tive resources. Some examples of unauthorized use include
the abandonment of property or trash, enclosures, and use
of existing roads and trails for purposes which require a use
fee or right-of-way. Unauthorized Occupancy refers to
activities which result in full or part-time human occupancy
or use. An example would be the construction, placement,
occupancy, or assertion of ownership of a facility or struc-
ture (cabin, house, natural shelter, trailer, etc.). Unautho-
rized Development means an activity that physically alters
the character of the public lands or vegetative resources.
Examples include cultivation of public lands and road or
trail construction/realignment.

The DFO attempts to abate trespass through prevention,
detection, and resolution. In the Lands and Realty program,
priority for resolving trespass in the planning area is ac-
corded to those newly discovered, ongoing uses, develop-
ments, or occupancies where resource damage is occurring
and needs to be halted to prevent further environmental deg-

radation. Lesser priority is accorded those historic trespass
cases where little or no resource damage is occurring. Re-
alty trespass cases in this latter category are resolved as time
permits.

LIVESTOCK GRAZING

Laws, Regulations, and Policies

The major legislation, mandates and guidance directing ad-
ministration of livestock grazing on public land include:

• Taylor Grazing Act of 1934 (43 U.S.C. 315)
• Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976  

U.S.C. 1701)
• The Public Rangeland Improvement Act of 1978, 43

U.S.C. 1901 et seq.
• Executive Order 12548, Livestock Grazing Fee
• 43 CFR 4100 (Grazing Regulations)

Affected Environment

The Dillon Field Office manages the livestock grazing on
public lands administered by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment in Beaverhead and Madison counties that are under
the jurisdiction of DFO. The planning area encompasses
about 5.8 million acres of which BLM manages approxi-
mately 900,000 acres. There are 425 allotments in the project
area which are utilized by 268 livestock operators. The to-
tal active permitted use of all permittees in the planning
area is 113,219 animal unit months (AUMs) (see glossary
terms for AUMs, Active Preference, and Actual Use). The
total number of AUMs authorized for the past ten years is
shown on Table 31. Grazing licenses and permits are is-
sued for a ten-year period and are reviewed through an evalu-
ation process.
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Table 31 
Comparison of Actual Use to Permitted Use by AUM 

Between 1992 and 2001 

Year Authorized Preference 
(Actual Use) (Maximum) 

1992 78,973 113,219 
1993 76,704 113,219 
1994 78,176 113,219 
1995 80,227 113,219 
1996 83,691 113,219 
1997 82,829 113,219 
1998 84,450 113,219 
1999 81,558 113,219 
2000 82,443 113,219 
2001 80,328 113,219 

Average 80,938 113,219 
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